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RIGHTS OF MAN. 


and dm pie, and confifts but of two points. His duty to God 
which every man rauft feel ; and with refped to his neighbour to 
do as he would be done by. If thofe to whom power is delegated 
do well, they will be refpefted ; if not, they will be defpifed f and 
with regard to thofe to whom no power is delegated, but who 
aiiume it, the rational world can know nothing of them. 

. I J ithert0 we have fpoken only (and that but in part) of the natural 
ngnts of man. We have now, to confider the civil rights of man 
and to (hew how the one originates from the other. Man did not 
enter into fociety to become wor/e than he was before, nor to have 
iewer rights than he had before, but to have thofe rights better fe- 
cured. His natural rights are the foundation of all his civil rights 
f ut in order to purfue this diftinftion with more precifion, it will 
be neceffary to mark the different qualities of natural and civil 
rights. 

A few words will explain this. Natural rights are thofe which 
appertain to man in right of his exigence. Of this kind are all 
the intelleftual rights, or rights of the mind, and alfo all thofe 
rights of afting as an individual for his own comfort and hap. 

pinels, which are not injurious to the natural rights of others ~ 

Civil rights are thofe which appertain to man in right of his beinn- 
a member of fociety. Every civil right has for its foundation, feme 
naturai right pre-exifting in the individual, but to the enjoyment 
of which his individual power is not, 'in all cafes, fufficientl/com- 
f’rotHft' t ^ lls are ail thole which relate to fecurity and 

Froin this fhort revievv, it will be eafy to diftinguilh between 
that clafs of natural rights which man retains after entering into fo- 
ciety, and thofe which he throws into the common ftock as a 
member of fociety. 

The natural rights which he retains, are all thofe in which the 
former to execute is as perfeft in the individual as the right itfelf. 
Among this clafs, as is before-mentioned, are all the intelleftual 
rights, or rights of the mind : confequently, religion is one of 
thole rights. I he natural rights which are not retained, are all 
thofe in which, though the right is perfedf in the individual, the 
power to execute them is defeftive. They anfwer not his purpofe. 
A man, by natural right, has a right to judge in his own caufe: 
and .o far as the right of the mind is concerned , he never furrenders 
it: Eutwhatavadethit him to judge, if he has not power to re- 
drefs ? He therefore depofits this right in the common ftock of 
fociety, and takes the arm of fociety, of which he is a part, in 
preference and in addition to his own. Society grants him nothing 
liveryman is a proprietor in fociety, and draws on the capital as a 

From thefe premifes, two or three certain conclufions will follow. 

• rha . t evcr y Clvl1 grows out of a natural right; or, 

m otner words, is a natural right exchanged. 6 

vm!ffX d,y ’ That civ r ] power, .properly conlidered asfuch, is made 
«p of the aggregate of that clafs of the natural rights of man, which 
becomes defedhve m the individual in point of power, and anfwers 
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not his purpofe ; but when collefted to a focus, becomes competent 
to the purpofe of every one. 

Thirdly, That the power produced from the aggregate of na- 
tural rights, imperfed in power in the individual, cannot be applied 
to invade the natural rights which are retained in the individual, 
and in which the power to execute is as perfect as the right itfelf. 

We have now, in a few words, traced man from a natural indi- 
vidual to a member of fociety, and {hewn, or endeavoured to (hew; 
the quality of the natural rights retained, and of thofe which are 
exchanged for civil rights. Let us now apply thefe principles to 
governments. 

In calling our eyes over the world, it is extremely eafy to dif- 
tinguilh the governments which have arifen out of fociety, or out 
of the focial compad, from thofe which have not : but to place 
this in a clearer light than what a fingle glance may afford, it will 
be proper to take a review of the feveral fources from which 
governments have arifen, and on which they have been founded. 

They may all be comprehended under three heads. Firft, Super- 
flition. Secondly, P6wer. Thirdly, The common intereft of fo- 
ciety, and the common rights of man. 

The firft was a government of prieftcraft, the fecond of conquerors, 
and the third of reafon. 

When a fet of artful men pretended, through the medium of oracles, 
to hold intercourfe with the Deity, as familiarly as they now march 
up the back-flairs in European courts, the world was completely 
under the government of fuperftition. The oracles were con- 
fulte'd, and whatever they were made to fay, became the law ; and 
this fort of government lafted as long as this fort of fuperftition 
lafted. 

After thefe a race of conquerors arofe, whofe government, like 
that of William the Conqueror, was founded in power, and the 
fword affumed the name of a feepter. Governments thus eftablilhed, 
laft as long as the power to fupport them lafts ; but that they mierht 
avail themfelves of every engine in their favour, they united fraud 
to force, and fet up an idol which they called Divine Right , and 
which, in imitation of the Pope, who aftecls to be fpiritual and 
temporal, and in contradiction to the Founder of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, twilled itfelf afterwards into an idol of another lhape, 
called Church and State • The key of St. Peter, and the key of 
the Ireafury, became quartered on one another, and the wondering 
cheated multitude worfhipped the invention. 

When I contemplate the natural ^dignity of man ; when I feel 
(for Nature has not been kind enough to me to blunt my feelings) 
for the honour and happinefs of its chara&er, I become irritated 
at the attempt to govern mankind by force and fraud, as if they 
were all knaves and fools, and can fcarcely avoid difguft at thofe 
who are thus impofed upon. 

We have now to review the governments which arife out of 
fociety, in con trad iftinCtion to thofe which arofe out of fuperftition 
and conqueft. 

It 



